Exploring Core Democratic Values

Looking at Current Issues in the News
Assignment:  Find a substantial and current article in any local newspaper or online news source (MLive, WSJ, NYT, etc.) that presents a local, state, or national public policy issue.   
Print out the article for class and attach to this rubric.
Summarize the article. – Identify the CDV that is being debated. – Identify the level of government that would have jurisdiction in this issue. (local, state, national) AND the branch of government that addresses this issue
Give the rationale for choosing the CDV you identified and why you said that. – Develop 2-3 focus questions that would help another student discuss the issue. – Be ready to present your article to a small group and turn in.
Exploring CDVs in the News Rubric (USE TEMPLATE)
	
	3 points
	1 point
	0 points

	On time
	Assignment is on time and available for class discussion
	Work is posted on time, but not brought to class for discussion
	Assignment is late.

	Title/APA Citation
(Use Template)
	Article is identified using APA citation format 
	Article is identified by the Title, Date, News Source
	Article is misidentified or not identified

	Article – print and include with assignment
	Included article highlights a U.S. community, state, or national public policy issue
	Included article is about something other than a U.S. public policy issue (service learning, etc.)
	No copy of the article turned in with assignment

	Grammar, Spelling, 
	0-1 mistakes in grammar, spelling and/or punctuation.
	2 -3 mistakes in grammar, spelling and/or punctuation don’t affect understanding.
	Any amount of mistakes in writing affect understanding

	Article Summary
(5Ws and H)

(Use Template)
	Article is summarized clearly and succinctly including all important information
	Article is summarized.  Important info may be missing or summary includes too much info.
	Article summary is missing.

	CDV identified
(Use Template)
	CDV(s) identified correctly
	Unclear choice; not really the focus of this article
	CDV identified incorrectly or not identified

	Rationale for each CDV
(Use Template)
	Rationale for each identified CDV clearly described
	Rationale for identified CDV described, but may be unclear
	Rationale for identified CDV not described

	Level of government
(Use Template)
	Correctly identifies the U.S. level of government with jurisdiction
	Unclear choice or reason;  not really the focus of this article
	Level of U.S. government missing/incorrect.

	Branch of government
(Use Template)
	Correctly identifies the branch(es) of U.S. government involved
	Unclear choice or reason; not really the focus of this article
	Branch(es) of U.S. gov’t involved missing/incorrect.

	Focus questions
(Use Template)
	2-3 focus questions that will facilitate discussion of the issue
	1 focus question that will facilitate discussion
	No focus questions written


Total points possible: 30;  What do you think you earned? ________   Total points earned: __________  
CDVs in the News – Use this template to complete this assignment.  Student work is inserted in right-hand column below for each section
	Jenny Wutka, SST309-05
	Jenny Wutka

	Title of Article and APA Citation 
	Blacks Are Challenged to Buy From Black-Owned Businesses to Close Gap. Walk-Morris, T. Nov. 15, 2015. Blacks Are Challenged to Buy From Black-Owned Businesses to Close Gap. The New York Times. Retrieved from nytimes.com.

	Complete summary of Article

(5Ws and H) (Who, What, When, Where, Why, and How?)
	Maggie Anderson, Illinois, makes a yearlong plan with her family to consume goods and services exclusively from black-owned businesses. Ms. Anderson decided established the plan back in 2008, with the economy in the middle of the worst downturn since the 1930s. The whole article is about Ms. Anderson’s journey that became a basis for her 2012 book, “Out Black Year.” Critics of Ms. Anderson’s book say she was discriminating by refusing to buy from non-black owned businesses, and some argued that it might discourage black entrepreneurs from trying to serve all consumers. For African-American communities, black support for black-owned businesses is critical to their survival.  

	Core Democratic Value(s)
	1. Diversity
2. Government


	Rationale for each of the CDVs

(Why does the CDV you chose fit this issue?)
	1. Diversity is brought up many times in the article, the main focus of the article is diversity and diversifying the race of the businesses we are buying from. Blacks sped less money in black-owned businesses than any other racial and ethnic groups spend in businesses owned by members of their groups, including Hispanics and Asians. On average, business equity was the second-biggest asset class among whites, after personal homes, but it was the least valuable asset for blacks, accounting for less that four percent on average.
2. In the 15th section of the article “It was government intervention that created a white, asset-based middle class,” he added, “and it’s going to take a government intervention to create a black, asset-based middle class as well.” I think that this says a lot about the government we are running. The amount and type of power that lies in the hands of the government can be overwhelming at times. The people themselves cannot change the middle class just by some blacks only buying from black owned businesses; but this awareness can be the start of a government intervention. 


	Branch of Government indicated in this issue AND how do you know?
	Legislative – The need for a government intervention to crate a black, asset-based middle class, this may include the need of the House of Representatives who meet together to discuss ideas and decide if these ideas should become laws. 

	Level of Government with jurisdiction – AND how do you know?
	Local and state– This started in a local family in Oak Park, Ill. The lack of black-owned business forced her explore businesses outside of her city taking it to the state level as well. The article focuses on one journey but brings in the need of government intervention to create a black, asset-based middle class.

	2-3 Focus questions – how would you lead a substantive discussion on this article as it relates to the Core Democratic Values?
	Can you think of a business in your local area that is owned by someone outside of your racial or ethnic group?
What could we do as a community to help create a black, asset-based middle class?

Do you know of anyone who buys only from businesses owned by their own or a specific racial or ethnic group?


